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The construction and evolution of the theories in social sciences are influenced
primarily by two aspects, namely, historical context and theoretical heritage.
Taking historical context and theoretical heritage into account, we will be able
to describe the features and comprehend the related implications of the
theories. From the perspective of “paradigm shift”, we can figure out dominant
paradigms or perspectives in the study of national development for different
periods of time and present them concisely with relevant leading concepts. This
article intends to point out these leading concepts. The author’s argument is
that modernization, dependency, the world-system, the developmental state
and globalization mark out the leading concepts in the study of national
development for different periods of time since the end of the Second World
War. These leading concepts represent different research paradigms and
suggest different policy implications. All of these evolutions, however, can be

understood as the diffusions and responses of modernity.
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